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¥r. Cherles L. Goodson
Attorney for the City of Newnan
15-1/% Greenville Street
Newnan, Georgla 30263

Dear Wr. Goodszons W S e L e e

Tnis is in reference to the changes in election
procedure for Nesnan, Georgia, submitteld by you to the
Attorney Genzral _pursusnt to Section 5 of the Voting e
Rights Act of 1665, as amanded. The submission was o
eompleted upon receipt onm September 14, 1571, of the S
additional intormation reguested on ueptember 10, 1571. - -

In accordance with your reguest we have given
the matier expedited ccnsideration, in view of City .
elections scheduled for October 26, 1571. The Attorney
General does not intarpose any objections to ammended
Section 4-2 of the municipal chartar and Seeticn 8—15
or the eocde. However, we feel a responsibility to ‘;i j1g
point ocut that Section 5 of the Yoting Righte Act ’xf[ T
expressly provides that the failure of the Attorney ST e
General to object does not bar any subsequent Judlelel = -
action %o enjoin the enforeenent of sach changea.l;;;;_n

with reapect to 39ct1en 8—17 of thc code which _
inposes a pumbered post rsquireceant in the general 'ﬁf'““
election, on the bassis of the information presently
available to us we cannot conclude that the change {J»L_,;;
doss not have a discriminatory purpose and will not . .- ..o
have a discriminatory effect. For that reason, 1 Tl e
pust on behalf of the Attornay General intarpoae an
obJection to ths implesentation of Section 8—17.
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Should you wigh to present additional faets for
our conslderailon we will glve them our prompt atten-
tion. ©f course, as provided by Section 5, ysu may
geek 8 Judgment in the District Court for the District
oi Cclumbias declering that the cheange in qusstion has
nelther the purpose nor will have the effect of deny-
ing or abridging the right to vote on meccount of rece
or ¢olor.

DAVID L. NORMAR
Asalztant Attorney General
Civil Rizhts Division

" Sincerely, T e il




